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Diesel volumes surge, despite overall weaker demand in January 
· Diesel registrations up 10 per cent to take a 44.9 per cent share of the market 
· January 2008 registrations down 2.1 per cent to 162,097 units over 2007 volumes
· Forecast for 2008 revised to 2.345 million units, down 2.5 per cent over 2007 
· CO2 falls 13.1 per cent in 10 years with 4x4s and MPVs showing the largest improvement
'We expect a modest fall in registrations this year, and a 2.1 per cent dip in January is in line with expectations,' said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. 'Fuel efficiency is a high priority for customers and it is encouraging to see that nearly half of the market is diesel. The 4x4 and MPV segments saw an increase in volumes over January 2007, and are segment leaders in reducing tailpipe CO2, with drops of 20 and 24 per cent respectively between 1997 and 2007.'
Change in average new car CO2 emissions by segment, 2007 vs 1997 
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95 per cent less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1 per cent since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

















































































Media Contacts:

Sara Lee
020 7344 9219
slee@smmt.co.uk

John Procter
020 7344 9263
jprocter@smmt.co.uk
Nigel Wonnacott
020 7344 9226
nwonnacott@smmt.co.uk

